
Icebergs and Glaciers 
 
 The thicker the glacier the faster it moves.  That’s because the 
greater weight of the glacier causes the crystals of ice to creep more 
rapidly.  Also, a steep glacier will flow much more quickly than one on 
level land. 
 Temperature is a third factor that affects the speed of a glacier.  
The warmer the glacier the faster the ice moves because there is a 
greater amount of meltwater beneath the ice.  In fact, scientists 
sometimes group glaciers together depending upon whether they are 
cold or warm.  But even “warm” glaciers are still freezing. 
 Some glaciers move so slowly that you might not notice their 
movement for a long time.  The cold Alaskan glaciers in this aerial photo 
creep downhill at only about six inches per year.  But there are some 
steep, warm glaciers that flow more than one hundred feet a day. 
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